
Conserving natural resources

Through process optimisation, water consumption per tonne of 
product was lowered from 23.4 tonnes (1998) to 4.3 tonnes 
(2008). Energy consumption fell by 69 percent during this period 
and waste water generated by production dropped by 55 percent. 

Waste recycling

Waste is actively recycled in Wuxi by converting it into materials that 
can in turn be used to manufacture new products. This helps reduce 
the environmental impact of production activities. 

Waste water recycling

Thanks to improved production processes, waste water from leather 
production can be recycled and used as a raw material for the pro-
duction of similar chemical products. The collected water is stored in 
suitably labelled containers and, thanks to an effective management 
system, can be reused in production by plant employees. This results 
in near-zero waste water emissions. 

Employment and environmental standards

The Wuxi plant is certifi ed according to ISO 9001 (quality) and 
14001 (environment). Compliance with these standards is verifi ed 
on a regular basis using an internal evaluation system. In order to 
achieve additional improvements, special training sessions and 
plant tours for suppliers are also offered. 

Prepared for emergencies

Special contracts have been concluded with two local hospitals in 
order to ensure the safety of employees in emergency situations. 
This guarantees medical services for LANXESS employees at no 
additional cost. The company regularly informs specialised medical 
personnel in the hospitals regarding hazardous substances and the 
latest medical treatment methods in emergency situations.  

Innovative products 

Our customers and their customers benefi t from the development 
of effi cient, safe, clean alternatives that save energy and material. 
Environmentally friendly active substances have been used in place 
of alkylphenol tensides since 2003. We introduced the fi rst formalde-
hyde-free retanning product in the world - Retingan ZF - in 2006. 
The plant is also making signifi cant efforts to gradually reduce the 
use of solvents in products and to introduce water-soluble substan-
ces as replacements.

Awards

China’s environmental authorities already recognised the production 
site as a “National Environmentally Friendly Enterprise” in 2004. 
A commemorative stamp was issued to mark the occasion. 
In 2005, LANXESS received the renowned award for ecologically 
responsible production from the Chinese government. 
LANXESS Wuxi received two awards in 2009: “Safe Producing and 
Integrity Enterprise in Jiangsu Province in 2008” and “Outstanding 
Wuxi Company in Implementing Social Responsibility”.  

The LANXESS Wuxi plant produces chemical products for leather processing, textile 
additives and technical synthetics with an annual production quantity of 62,000 tonnes. 
A highly modern development centre has been in operation here since May 2007. LANXESS 
opened a microbiology test laboratory in Wuxi at the beginning of 2008 in order to boost its 
competitiveness in the biocide fi eld in Asia. The plant is located 120 kilometres north-west 
of Shanghai. 
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